
Cork Gents move on to 27 Inter-County wins, extending their lead at the head of the all-time Roll of 

Honour. 

Ray Murphy now has 20 National Inter-County wins, John Walsh 19 and John Cahill 15. Eoin Walsh 

collected his fourth gold medal, Owen Shannon and Declan Freeman a third each and Daithi Sexton a 

second (on the field of play – he has also been a winning reserve in the past). 

Ray Murphy and John Walsh (both 1997 – 2026) match the 29-year gap between fellow Cork player 

Chris Scannell’s first (1984) and most recent (2013) victory in the National Inter-County championship. 

Kerry were runners-up for the third time in five seasons and for the sixth time in all. 

The Kerry total of six second places leave the Kingdom gents joint fourth on the all-time list of runners-

up behind Dublin (14 times silver medallists), Cork (11), Meath (10) and alongside Tipperary and 

Kildare (also 6 apiece). 

Damien Fleming now holds four silver medals – the first one secured 16 years ago – at St. Anne’s in 

2010. 

Michael Conway and Jamie Blake claimed their third runners-up places while Jason Cregan, Chris 

Gibney and John McGrath each collected a second. 

Cork’s winning margin over Kerry was six strokes, exactly the same cushion that the Rebels enjoyed 

over their near neighbours at Bagenalstown two years ago. 

Third-placed Dublin finished in the Top Three of the Gent’s Inter-County championship for the 

thirteenth staging in succession. 

Stephen Murray has been on eight of those 13 sides and Gary Healy on seven. 

2023 winners Dublin took third place for the thirteenth time since third place was officially awarded 

in 1991 and lifted bronze medals for the third consecutive year, matching Tipperary (2007/2009).   

Junior Smith managed the 2026 Dublin team on the course where he made his playing Inter-County 

debut (a winning one) in 1983. 

The Eamonn Birchall Trophy (for the Inter-County teams ranked 10-16 after Saturday play) was won 

by Carlow. Carlow previously won this title in 2018.  

Father and son John and Jason Kelly were key members of the Carlow team. 

Galway took runners-up spot in the Eamonn Birchall Trophy for the first time, the 2026 side going one 

better than the Tribesmen’s 2014 sextet that finished third at Tullamore. 

Offaly’s third position recalled the Faithful County’s four third places in the main championship (in 

1992, 1993, 1996 and 1998). 

Dublin won their 23rd National Ladies Inter-County championship, which consolidates the Dublin 

ladies’ leading position on the championship’s Roll of Honour. 

Geraldine Ward has played on sixteen winning Kildare teams, Sheelagh Elmes on thirteen. 



Firm friends Glenda Hoey and Siobhan Keely each claimed their third winners’ medal 

Forty-one years have now elapsed since Portmarnock colleagues Geraldine Ward and Sheelagh Elmes 

first collaborated on a Dublin win in the Inter-County championship – at Irish Ropes (now Ryston) in 

1985. The Dublin ladies are, not surprisingly, top of the relevant ladies list.  

Cork finished second in the Ladies Inter-County championship for the 15th time. That puts the Leeside 

ladies in joint first place with Dublin on the all-time list. 

Mary Murray, Ailish Sexton and Eleanor Walsh played on a National Inter-County runners-up side for 

the third time each. Nicola Ahern collected a first National Inter-County silver medal. Eleanor Walsh’s 

first silver medal performance came at Tipperary Hills – in 1990! 

Offaly claimed bronze medals in the Ladies Inter-County championship for the second time since third 

place was officially awarded in 1992.  

Margaret Hogan together with mother and daughter Denise and Lauren Pyke were all part of the 

previous Faithful County side to finish third at Tullamore in 2014. Amy Galvin was awarded her first 

bronze medal in the championship  

Dublin enjoyed a three stroke winning margin over Cork, the same cushion by which the Dubs beat 

the Rebels at Cloghogue in 2009. Cork had three to spare over Kildare in the rain-shortened 2015 

championship at Douglas. 

Eleanor Walsh (Cork) scored the lowest Gross (47) in the ladies championship. Top gents 36-hole 

aggregate was returned by Tipperary’s Stephen Shoer (for the second year in a row) with 89. 

Navan hosted the Inter-County championship weekend for the third time.  


