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A Chara, 
 
 
You are welcome to this our second edition of Backspin for 2018 where 
we pay particular focus to the National Gents Strokeplay Champion-
ships in Glenville this weekend. There is a preview of all three grades 
over the weekend as well as a look back at previous events at the Dublin 
course by John Manning.  
 
 This is the first time we have played a major national event in Glen-

ville since the Irish Open in 2014 and we reflect here on some memorable moments in the game that 
have taken place throughout the decades. Irish Team Captain John Ross Crangle has also written a re-
flection on the pretty stunning European Championship success in Urduna in the Basque Country three 
weeks ago one where the Irish team were fairly comprehensive in winning an Honour the country last 
held in 2007.  
 
 The success is one that is ultimately bittersweet with the passing of our former President and Patron 
Eamonn Birchall on the Friday of the event. The Shandon club member was an institution in our game 
stretching right back to the foundation of the PPUI in 1960 and it is hard to do (continued on last page) 
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188 players take part this weekend in the 

National Gents Strokeplay Championships in 

Glenville in Dublin with the bulk of the action on 

Saturday comprising 108 players in the Junior 

and Intermediate grades. Communications & 

Press Officer Jason OôConnor takes a look at the 

Intermediate and Junior Grades in this preview.  

 

Junior 

36 Players will compete in the first 

óShotgun Startô time of 8.30am on Saturday with 

the Top Nine going forward afterwards for the 

Final 18 playoff. Four players from the host club 

feature in this grade namely William Curry, Phil-

lip Maher, Christopher Nolan and Keith Potter 

having some interesting playing partners. Three 

County Junior Strokeplay winners are also in ac-

tion on Saturday morning including Lucanôs Ste-

phen Needham (Dublin Winner), Laytownôs Ste-

phen Behan (Meath) and Larkspur Parkôs Sean 

OôNeill (Tipperary).  

 

 Dean Revins from Kilbeggan enters as 

the Leinster Junior Strokeplay Champion from 

last month in Bagenalstown however with some 

multiple competitors from the Listowel and Mel-

lows clubs pretty noteworthy. Nicky Barry, John 

Carey and Cathal Dennehy take part from the 

Kerry club with Richard Burke, Darragh Conroy 

and James Fleming the Galway clubôs represent-

atives. Raymond Fay from Granard represents 

the Longford club as Tramoreôs Ciaran Kehoe is 

the sole Waterford player in the grade.  

 

 Rocklodgeôs Ross Hurley was Runner-

Up in the Cork Junior Strokeplay last month as it 

is a field that could be a very tight one especially 

with a óShotgun Startô in play. Local knowledge 

2018 Gents National Strokeplay Inter/Jnr Preview                 

By Jason OôConnor 

005) $ÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ Ǫ -ÁÒËÅÔÉÎÇ /ǣÃÅÒȟ 3ÔÅÐÈÅÎ %ÎÎÅÇÕÅÓÓ ÐÉÃÔÕÒÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ 

ΨΦΧή .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ 3ÅÃÏÎÄÁÒÙ 3ÃÈÏÏÌÓ 7ÉÎÎÅÒÓ ÆÒÏÍ 3ÔȢ &ÒÁÎÃÅÓ #ÏÌÌÅÇÅȟ 2ÏÃÈÅÓÔÏ×Î 
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will also be an advantage but it can bring its own 

pressures. William Curry finds himself out with 

the County Strokeplay Champions of Tipperary 

and Meath in his three ball with Christopher No-

lan playing alongside both Joe Mulvihill of 

Charleville and Mark Roche of Bishopstown.  

 

Keith Potter plays with Bruffôs Michael 

McGuane and Mellowsô Burke as Maher plays 

alongside Gowranôs Dean Delaney and Leinster 

Strokeplay Champion Revins in his three-ball. 

Plenty of opportunity for others to force their 

way into contention but with the intense heat and 

humidity of the last month, it might well be that 

the players that cope best with those obstacles 

will be the ones to force their way into the 

playoff later on Saturday.  

 

Intermediate 

72 competitors once again this year with 

play split across the two óShotgun Startsô with 18 

players completing the line-up in the first 

óShotgun Startô time of 8.30am and the remain-

ing 54 playing at 12pm. In the list of 18 names 

for the morning session, Inniskeenôs Michael 

Vaughan features most prominently. Runner-Up 

in this event in 2016 in Tullamore, Vaughan won 

the Leinster Intermediate Strokeplay in Bagenal-

stown to go with a Regional Strokeplay win in 

Louth/Down/Monaghan the previous week.  

 

 The third placed finisher in the Munster 

event in Bagenalstown, Tipperary Hillsô Brian 

OôFlynn also features in this morning group as 

does Dublin Intermediate Strokeplay winner 

Gareth Walsh of CPM with Glenvilleôs own Da-

vid Horan having finished second to Walsh in the 

county this year. Portmarnockôs Thomas Brady 

also taking part in the grade means that the 1-2-3 

in the Dublin Intermediate Strokeplay are all 

competing this weekend. Custumeôs Willie Pren-

dergast was third in the Westmeath Intermediate 

Strokeplay meanwhile as Cunnigarôs Stephen 

 

005) /ǣÃÅÒÓ $ÁÖÉÄ 2ÅÄÄÉÎ ÁÎÄ "ÒÅÄÁ "ÒÏÐÈÙ ÐÉÃÔÕÒÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ΨΦΧή 

,ÅÉÎÓÔÅÒ -ÉØÅÄ &ÏÕÒÓÏÍÅÓ ×ÉÎÎÅÒÓ #ÁÔÈÅÒÉÎÅ Ǫ )ÁÎ $ÉÌÌÏÎ ÆÒÏÍ 3ÔȢ "ÒÉÄÇÅÔȭÓ 
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OôDonovan was a Munster Junior Strokeplay 

winner two years ago. Horan is the only Glen-

ville player in the Intermediate ranks on Saturday 

as the afternoon players contain three County 

Strokeplay winners amongst their ranks.  

 

 Bagenalstownôs Darren McNally was 

the Leinster Strokeplay Runner-Up on home turf 

as he also won the Carlow/Kilkenny/Wexford 

Regional Strokeplay with Limerick Intermediate 

winner John Farrell of Bruff, Erryôs Leonard 

OôMeara (Offaly winner) and Lough Owelôs De-

clan Hogan (Westmeath winner) also in action 

on Saturday. Prize-winners from the County/

Regional Strokeplays in action in the afternoon 

include Tipperary Runner-Up Michael Kirby of 

Larkspur Park, Kerry Runner-Up Traleeôs 

Eamon Sheehy, and St Patricks John Tyrell (C/

K/W Runner-Up).  

 

 Lucanôs Ted Flynn was a National 

Mixed Foursomes winner last year on home turf 

as he is one of five players from the Dublin club 

taking part including Christy Kane in the morn-

ing, Tom McMorrow, Gerry Ward and David 

Lee all playing in the afternoon at Glenville. 

Kyle Kennedy was last yearôs Junior Runner-up 

in Hillview and he returns this year in the higher 

grade with Riverdaleôs Sean Minogue, Raffeen 

Creekôs Weeshie Murphy and Loughlinstownôs 

Trevor Ward other players to keep an eye on this 

weekend.  

 

 The 12 spots will be fiercely contested 

for the playoff. The morning players will have 

the advantage of setting the pace and seeing what 

comes in during the afternoon but it will be a test 

of nerve and concentration in trying to get into 

the shake-up towards the end for a large field.  

005) -ÕÎÓÔÅÒȾ#ÏÎÎÁÃÈÔ ÃÏÍÐÅÔÉÔÉÏÎ ÃÏÏÒÄÉÎÁÔÏÒ -ÁÒË +ÅÏÈÁÎÅ ÐÉÃÔÕÒÅÄ ÉÎ ,ÁËÅÓÉÄÅ 

×ÉÔÈ ΨΦΧή -ÕÎÓÔÅÒ 'ÅÎÔÓ 3ÔÒÏËÅÐÌÁÙ ×ÉÎÎÅÒÓ +ÉÅÒÁÎ %ÁÒÌÓ  ɉ0ÁÒÔÅÅÎɊ ×ÈÏ ×ÏÎ ÔÈÅ 3ÅÎÉÏÒ 

'ÒÁÄÅ ÁÎÄ $ÙÌÁÎ 3ÅÙÍÏÕÒ ɉ&ÅÒÍÏÙɊ ×ÈÏ ×ÁÓ ÖÉÃÔÏÒÉÏÕÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ *ÕÎÉÏÒ 'ÒÁÄÅȢ  
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Reflecting on the Irish teamôs emphatic European 

Championship success in Urduna last month, team 

captain John Ross Crangle reflects on a successful 

trip to the Basque Country for the Irish.  

 On Wednesday June 20th the journey began. 

That journey was to reclaim the European Team 

Championship Trophy that Ireland had not held 

since 2007. A squad of six came through the trial 

process and our wildcards assembled with no ex-

perience of the European Championships but one 

brimming with experience in almost every other 

competition in the game. In fact, out of the County 

Championships a week previous, the team had 

three County Champions and two runners-up, a 

team in form we certainly were. 

 The atmosphere in the airport was great within 

the whole entourage with Team Manager Michael 

Murphy, Anne & Joan handing out the official 

timesheets and having our plane tickets ready as 

we arrived in the terminal one by one. We were 

also in the company of the PPUI President 

Mervyn Cooney along with PPUI Patron Billy 

Lynch, our unofficial water boy Weeshie Murphy 

and the NECôs Mark Keohane. We jetted off soon 

after to the scenic Urduna, in the Basque Country 

and just outside the city of Bilbao. 

 We arrived at our destination in Urduna just af-

ter 7pm the lads showing great hunger for the title 

wanted to leave the hotel straight away and get a 

round on the course which was a huge encourage-

ment to see and boost for me personally. We ar-

rived at the course to find a nice clubhouse with 

changing facilities, a great seating & viewing area 

overlooking the very Irish style first six holes. We 

immediately got the itch to get going and the con-

fidence grew even stronger seeing the course in all 

its glory. 

 We were introduced to what we were told was 

the local greenkeeper, expecting a fluent accent 

we were a bit shocked when a softly spoken Scot-

2018 European Team Championships 

By John Ross Crangle 

0ÉÃÔÕÒÅÄ ÁÔ Á ÓÕÎÎÙ #ÏÌÌÉÎÓ 0Ǫ0 #ÌÕÂ ÁÌÏÎÇÓÉÄÅ 005) 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ -ÅÒÖÙÎ #ÏÏÎÅÙ ÁÒÅ ÔÈÅ *ÕÎÉÏÒȟ 3ÅÎÉÏÒ ÁÎÄ 

)ÎÔÅÒ ÇÒÁÄÅ ×ÉÎÎÅÒÓȟ 0ÈÉÌ $Ï×ÎÅÙ ɉ#ÏÌÌÉÎÓɊȟ 'ÅÒ 7ÁÒÄ ɉ0ÏÒÔÍÁÒÎÏÃËɊ ÁÎÄ -ÁÉÒÅÁÄ -ÁÎÎÉÎÇ ɉ3ÔȢ 3ÔÅÐÈÅÎȭÓɊ 
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tish voice came back at us, it wasnôt groundskeep-

er Willie, but he was greens-keeper Willie! An 

absolute gentleman and an integral part of the 

whole Urduna experience. After a few words with 

him about the vital holes in the mats that he would 

drill for us thankfully we went on our merry way 

to the first tee. 

 We decided, between us all, on a few partner-

ships that may have raised a few eyebrows with 

people probably expecting a Leinster duo of 

Eamon Gibney & myself, with Cork men Bryan 

Delaney & John Cahill together and Tommy Han-

ley & James Cleary our final pairing. However 

sometimes the obvious partnerships are not al-

ways the best! With that in mind, we would fire 

out John & Eamon early, Bryan & Tommy in sec-

ond and an anchor pairing of James & myself. We 

played singles that evening though with Bryan 

taking the fivers with a superb seven under par 

but the scoring throughout the group was brilliant 

and once again an encouraging boost for the rest 

of the week. On Wednesday evening after arriving 

back in the hotel a few bumped into our good 

friends from Great Britain consisting of the ever 

present Deebles, John, Jamie and Steve along 

with their newest prodigy Jordan and Snodhurstôs 

Harry Murrell and Adam Richards. Quite simply a 

great bunch of lads, a few drinks were had with 

them and a challenge match was set!  

 On the Thursday the official practice day, we 

played a game around the course as pairings and 

quickly grew to like the layout, but we also could 

see the dangers that were lurking around the slop-

piest of greens and the potentially tough areas the 

pins could be placed. Then came the challenge of 

our British counterparts, luckily for us we came 

through unscathed and saved the stick from them 

for the rest of the weekend! Thursday evening 

saw the opening ceremony take place in our hotel 

with all the teams and players in attendance for 

the unveiling of the new European Cup and what 

an unveiling it was, a superb cup which would 

rival footballôs Champions League Trophy in 

shape and size. The draw for the singles and the 

photos were taken and we were set for action the 

following morning. 

005) 9ÏÕÔÈ /ǣÃÅÒ (ÅÌÅÎ -Ã-ÏÒÒÏ× ÉÓ ÐÉÃÔÕÒÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÉÚÅ ×ÉÎÎÅÒÓ 

ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ -ÕÎÓÔÅÒ Õ-Χά -ÁÔÃÈÐÌÁÙ #ÈÁÍÐÉÏÎÓÈÉÐ ÈÏÓÔÅÄ ÂÙ $ÅÅÒÐÁÒË 
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 In my own mind on Friday morning, I thought 

one of us would go close to breaking the individ-

ual scoring record with the way the course was 

set up and the length of the shots. An early flour-

ish of birdies around the course I had seen from 

fellow Irish players I knew we were motoring 

and a top seed spot was almost assured, and it 

was now a race to be No.1 between our lads. 

Eamon battled back as expected after a poor start 

to get to two under, I was just plodding along 

and happily finished three under after an indif-

ferent round matching Johnôs three under. The 

other three guys though took a stranglehold with 

rounds of five under for Bryan who was lying 

just a shot behind the duo of Tommy and James, 

a great start for the team and a -23 team total and 

a six-shot lead over the Catalans. 

 As the second round gathered pace the course 

definitely firmed up and got that little bit trickier 

with Eamon and Bryan struggling to put together 

under par rounds but we were actually pulling 

away from our nearest rivals as they also strug-

gled in the toughening conditions and heat. I 

added a solid if unspectacular four under, along 

with James who would take the runner up spot in 

the individual event with John adding a brilliant 

six under to take 3rd spot with a young Catalan 

who you will hear about later in this piece. None 

of them could match the wondrous play of Tom-

my Hanley though; he was so magnificent when 

someone said he had a putt for -13 I actually 

thought it was for his round and not the 36-hole 

score! An amazing feat by the Limerick man and 

his name is now in the record books for at least 

four more years but a great team performance 

overall and a message sent out that we were back 

to take that trophy home. 

 As the seedings worked out, we were drawn to 

play the hosts, The Basque Country, looking at 

the scoring of the individual games we were well 

odds on to win. Sometimes though it very easy 

to see singles scores and say that player will beat 

him but Matchplay is whole different animal. In 

Strokeplay events abroad, I have found that play-

ers can have very good rounds bar one or two 

bad holes and it leaves the impression that the 

player is not that good. In Matchplay though and 

especially international Matchplay, these guys 

up their games playing us, some get intimidated 

but there are a great many who embrace the 

challenge and give us a good game. The Basques 

were exactly that, they were good games, make 

no mistake, we played well and won well 9-0. 

Fridayôs job was done and an important lie in 

was earned. 

 When we arrived back at the hotel though, our 

happiness was soon brought to sadness as we 

heard the very sad news of the passing of former 

PPUI President Eamon Birchall. A kind and gen-

tle man who was an integral part of the game 

both in Ireland and abroad. If we ever needed 

anymore motivation to win, this was it. 

 On Saturday when we arrived at the course af-

ter our specially flown in chef and supporters 

helped us out to a local fry up! The Tipp lads 

done a great job. We were due to play the French 

in our final group stage game, they earlier that 

morning had beaten the Basqueôs by 6.5-2.5, we 

knew a couple of the French players were tough 

competitors and once again we prepared the 

team expecting a tough match. We started off 

brilliantly with our bottom two pairings winning 

comfortably but our first pairing of John & 

Eamon struggled to get over the line and were 

pegged back to a halved match. Some thoughts 

were to split the pairing up but with everyone 
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playing well there was no need whatsoever for 

the panic, we swept through the singles taking 

all six and comfortably made the final Champi-

onship Group. 

 Our opponents though were maybe a surprise, 

as Andorra took out the Great Britain team on a 

countback. We know all too well what the An-

dorrans can do, as they shocked us once before 

at a World Cup, but we were determined to make 

sure that did not happen again. We had a huge 

advantage too as the Andorrans would be play-

ing their fifth & sixth rounds of the day com-

pared to only our third & fourth games. They 

battled extremely hard throughout the doubles 

with Eamon & John winning 3&2 with another 

close game in behind as Tommy & Bryan took 

their match 2&1. James & myself were playing 

solid in the final match but the Andorrans were 

made of stern stuff and continually birdied from 

places a par would be a good score, it was typi-

cal Matchplay and a great pitch to the final hole 

seen them deservedly grab a half point against us 

to the delight of the Andorran crowd. 

 We were in no mood to give them encourage-

ment though as the tables can turn quite quickly 

and we were lead off brilliantly with Eamon 

finding his feet and handing out a stunning 9&7 

win, John and myself followed with wins and we 

were one game away from the title. The other 

three guys also won their matches to keep a 

100% team singles record going. Once again, we 

had done the hard work and earned another lie in 

with the final game against Catalonia due to 

begin at 12pm. We looked on early morning 

from the hotel as the Catalans took a handsome 

lead into the singles. When we arrived though 

we were a little surprised to see the Andorrans 

had given the Catalans a real fight in the game 

and halved the singles matches with them. It was 

encouraging to say the least and we were nothing 

but positive going into the final match. 

 One thing I tried to drill into our team was that 

the Catalans have a great record in these games, 

they always seem to struggle through matches 

with teams until they meet us, when they see an 

Irish jersey they raise their game by at least 10%. 

This was a whole new game; this was the one, 

all or nothing. From the first tee we were sent on 

our way with John & Eamon putting in a superb 

performance against Eric Puig & Emili Sanmar-

tin winning by a comfortable 4&3 margin and 

setting the team off to a great start. In behind 

though it wasnôt looking as pretty as the second 

game that looked all but over with five to go was 

now going up the 18th! Hanley & Delaney held 

their nerves as they took a vital win against Da-

vid Riera & Josep Iglesias. 

,ÅÉÎÓÔÅÒ 'ÅÎÔÓ 3ÔÒÏËÅÐÌÁÙ *ÕÎÉÏÒ ÁÎÄ 

)ÎÔÅÒ 7ÉÎÎÅÒÓ $ÅÁÎ 2ÅÖÉÎÓ ɉ+ÉÌÂÅÇÇÁÎɊ 

ÁÎÄ -ÉÃÈÁÅÌ 6ÁÕÇÈÁÎ ɉ)ÎÎÉÓËÅÅÎɊ 



9 

 

 Once again James & myself found ourselves in 

a top-quality match against the former World 

Champion Fernando Cano & the future star Alex 

Albinana Jnr. Experience and fearlessness, a 

great double act and they certainly played that 

way, Alex showed his quality with a stunning 

pitch to the first followed by a breath-taking chip 

in on the second, Fernando showing his quality 

with super putting. By the time we were on the 

15th we were two down and looking in trouble. 

A birdie on the 15th though was crucial; it not 

only gave us the tee box but the momentum. 

Halves on 16 were followed by a dramatic 17, 

James hit a lovely chip that caught the edge of 

the hole that would have taken us down the 18th 

all square, the Catalans though had a chance to 

stay ahead going to the last but young Alex 

missed the chance scraping the edge of the hole.  

 The 18th was also a tense affair with both 

pitches just making the green. James got a nicer 

hop forward but still a distance away. Alex hit a 

solid putt once again, but it was just under the 

hole and rolled just over 2İ feet away. I hit 

mine, but it broke a lot more than I thought but it 

finished just about within two feet. Normally I 

would be one to say pick the balls up and take 

the half but something I had noticed throughout 

the game had seen the Catalans drop the ball in 

dead weight to the hole, they asked but James 

and myself refused the invitation to half. Iôll ad-

mit I felt some sadness when Fernando missed 

his putt, but we were there to win, and James 

duly cleaned up the putt to take a significant 3-0 

lead to the singles.  

 I could see the Catalans were down, but I had 

to keep our lads in the right frame of mind, we 

took a breather in the dressing room and fired 

from the off in the singles with John Cahill lead-

ing form the front like a hare (ironic as he has 

none) taking a 5&4 win over Emili. It was next 

onto the best individual on Friday Tommy Han-

ley to take the honours once again and top a 

dream Irish debut with a 100% record, holing the 

winning putt to boot over Eric Puig. 

 Eamonn Gibney continued his ever-improving 

weekend with a comfortable win over Fernando 

Cano, Bryan Delaney also took home a 100% 

record with a final win over David Riera and I 

was to take a nice win against a good friend in 

Josep Iglesias. The final match as it turned out 

was to have the fiercely competitive James 

Cleary against the Catalan wonder kid Alex Al-

binana Jnr. A game full of quality, it epitomised 

the whole game of Pitch & Putt, a young 12-year

-old playing what some would consider a proper 

Irish seasoned & experienced campaigner over 

many years, fighting it out tooth and nail right 

down to the 18th green in the final of a European 

Championship. James missed his putt but proba-

bly the biggest roar of the weekend was when 

Alex rolled in his putt from just off the back of 

the green to deservedly take a half point for him-

self but also the Catalan team. A true star in the 

making and he will be in Seapoint representing 

the Catalans against our own youngsters in Au-

gust, a treat for anyone there to watch. 

 The celebrations didnôt take long to start, Bry-

an Delaney was keeping us all well refreshed as 

our matches finished as he handed out the well-

earned beers, we were so overjoyed and relaxed 

that we were so busy talking we didnôt even real-

ise the closing ceremony was taking place! A 

very good speech by FIPPA President Victor 

Moscatel was shown, as he asked Alex to arrive 

on the podium with Norwayôs Anders Juel. Over 

60 years between them both yet still competing 

against each other. It really is a universal game 

for all ages. 
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 Tommy was the star of the show as he took his 

individual trophy as all the teams were to be fol-

lowed up as they placed in the competition, An-

dorra in third followed by the Catalans in second 

and finally the moment we all wanted, the Euro-

pean Champions, Ireland. A great spine-tingling 

moment and one to cherish, I must thank a good 

friend, Catalonia Manager Xavier 

Ponsdomenech for his kind words as he present-

ed us with the trophy.  

 I also want to thank once again the people I 

mentioned that very day in my speech. FIPPA, 

Urduna Pitch & Putt, Balon Sports, the PPUI, all 

our sponsors, PPUI President Mervyn Cooney, 

all our supporters, Billy, Anne, Joan, Weeshie, 

Mark, the Tipperary lads more so Sean for our 

breakfast! James family and all the supportive 

messages we received at home. Last but not least 

our team manager Michael Murphy and the rest 

of my team-mates.  

 A great bunch of players and a great bunch of 

gentlemen. It was an absolute pleasure to be 

named the captain of a star studded and quality 

team, the honour was truly mine. I also want to 

thank all the people that turned up at the airport 

when we arrived home on Monday evening; it 

truly was a great moment walking through the 

terminal seeing so many Irish flags flying. 

 To show how great these guys are and a truly 

wonderful gesture in my eyes, National Match-

play Champion Bryan Delaney showed the true 

spirit of Pitch & Putt and something that will sit 

with me forever. He donated not only his jersey, 

which was signed by all the players but also his 

winners medal to the Birchall family, a truly 

class player but more importantly, person. 

 

This was for you Eamonn Birchall. 

John-Ross Crangle 

005) .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ #ÏÍÐÅÔÉÔÉÏÎ ÃÏÏÒÄÉÎÁÔÏÒȟ -ÙÌÅÓ -Ã-ÏÒÒÏ× ÉÓ ÐÉÃÔÕÒÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÈÉÓ ,ÁËÅÓÉÄÅ 

ÃÌÕÂÍÁÔÅÓ %ÌÁÉÎÅ 1ÕÉÎÎ ÁÎÄ -ÉÃÈÁÅÌ &ÅÎÎÅÌÌ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÔÈÅÉÒ Ψ-ÓÔÒÏËÅ ÖÉÃÔÏÒÙ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ -ÕÎÓÔÅÒ -ÉØÅÄ 

&ÏÕÒÓÏÍÅÓ ÈÅÌÄ ÉÎ (ÉÌÌÖÉÅ× 0Ǫ0 #ÌÕÂȟ #ÌÏÎÍÅÌȢ 



11 

 

Ahead of Glenville hosting this week-

endôs National Gents Strokeplay Championships, 

John Manning looks back at previous events to 

take place at the Dublin venue.  

 

The 1977 National Gents Strokeplay 

Championships represented Glenvilleôs first for-

ay into PPUI National Championship hosting. 

Sean Stynes (RGSC) scored 2, 2, 2, 1, 2 for holes 

12 to 16 in a first round 43. The bearded Stynes 

eventually posted 92 and won by five from Mi-

chael Collins (Shandon). A brilliant second 

round 46 gave Hammond Laneôs Tommy Butler 

a 36-hole tally of 100 and a two stroke Interme-

diate victory over Shandonôs Mick Farrington. 

John Drinan (St. Annes) scored 111 in the tricky 

windy conditions to take Junior laurels by two 

shots from Patrick Black (Cement). In the 1984 

National Gents Matchplay Championships, Ar-

my man Tony McCormack (Irish Ropes) pipped 

holder John OôLeary (Dunlopôs) by 1 hole in an 

absorbing final at Glenville. 

 

Glenville was the host venue for the Inter

-County championship on a rainy weekend in 

July 1987. The ladiesô championship was played 

on Saturday July 18th. Dublin (Marian Marks, 

Geraldine McLernon, Marie Mallin, Maree 

OôToole and Sheelagh Elmes) triumphed on 406. 

Westmeath finished a distant second on 449 

made up of the team of Helen Kenny, Rose 

McCormack, Marie Rooney, Kathleen Bray and 

Eleanor Gillic.  Carlow almost caused a Pitch & 

Putt sensation the following day. It was the same 

day as Nick Faldo won his maiden golf major at 

Muirfield. In the end though, it was a first Gentôs 

Inter-County success for Meath, whose team of 

Paul Gleeson, Tommy Rusk, Oliver Duane, Da-

2018 National Gents Strokeplay  

       Host Venue Glenville          By John Manning 

005) 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ -ÅÒÖÙÎ #ÏÏÎÅÙ ÐÉÃÔÕÒÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÐÒÉÚÅ ×ÉÎÎÅÒÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ΨΦΧή .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ -ÁÔÃÈÐÌÁÙȢ ,ÁÄÉÅÓ 3ÃÒÁÔÃÈ ×ÉÎÎÅÒ 

'ÅÒ 7ÁÒÄ ɉ0ÏÒÔÍÁÒÎÏÃËɊȟ ,ÁÄÉÅÓ .ÅÔÔ ×ÉÎÎÅÒ %ÌÁÉÎÅ 1ÕÉÎÎ ɉ,ÁËÅÓÉÄÅɊ ÁÎÄ 'ÅÎÔÓ ×ÉÎÎÅÒ "ÒÙÁÎ $ÅÌÁÎÙ ɉ"ÉÓÈÏÐÓÔÏ×ÎɊ 


